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Tornadoes  and  violent  storms  ripped 
through  Mississippi  on  April  6,  hitting  21 
counties,  damaging  or  destroying  at  least  253 
homes,  and  leaving  more  than  5,500  people 
without  power.  Chainsaw  teams  from  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Disaster  Relief  Task  Force 
were  at  several  sites  within  hours. 

Lifeline  Church  in  the  Monterey  Road 
area  southwest  of  Brandon  was  devastated, 
losing  one  wall  and  the  roof.  Six  people  were 
injured  in  this  area,  where  most  of  me  dam¬ 
age  occurred.  Mobile  homes  were 
destroyed.  Splintered  pine  trees,  insulation, 
and  other  debris  littered  the  roadways  and 
hung  from  the  remaining  trees.  The  National 
Weather  Service  determined  that  the  torna¬ 
do  that  hit  the  Monterey  Road  area  ranked 
as  an  F-3  on  the  Fujita  scale,  meaning  the 
winds  ranged  from  158  mph  to  206  mpn. 

First  Cnurch,  Jackson;  First  Church, 
Madison;  and  Rankin  Association  all 
deployed  volunteers,  staging  from  Briar  Hill 
Church,  Florence,  which  also  served  as  a 
Red  Cross  shelter  for  the  tornado's  victims. 

The  team  from  First  Church,  Madison, 
experiencecFthei^first  call,  helping  remove 
debris  and  cutting  trees  at  a  private  home. 

"We  started  about  a  year  ago,"  said 
Rebecca  Jacks,  a  member  of  First,  Madison, 
who  was  working  from  the  church's  disas¬ 
ter  response  trailer.  "We  got  counsel  from 
the  Men's  Minishy  Department  (of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board), 
learning  what  we  needed  to  have  on  our 
trailer.  So  we  got  this  trailer,  got  equip¬ 
ment,  and  this  is  our  first  activation. 

"We  can  respond  to  most  anything," 
Jacks  said.  "We  have  chainsaws,  we  have 
generators...  we've  been  trained  in  chain¬ 
saw  and  mudout  work.  We're  in  the 
process  of  developing  a  shelter  ministry, 
and  I'm  the  team  leader  for  that." 


SURVEYING  THE  DAMAGE  —  Jim  Didlake,  director  of  the  Men's  Ministry  Department  at 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Conventidb'8dacd»  surveys  the  ruins  of  Lifeline  Church  in  the  Monterey 
community  near  Brandon.  The  church  was  struck  by  the  F3  tornado  that  ravaged  the  area  on 
April  6.  Several  Mississippi  Baptist  disaster  relief  units  responded.  (BR  photo  by  Tony  Martin) 


Rankin  Harrison's  yard  was  filled  with  twisted 
ackson,  trees  and  lumber;  the  roof  was  gone  from 
is  from  their  garage.  A  group  from  First  Church, 
neigh-  Jackson,  was  working  diligently  to  remove 
omness  as  much  debris  as  possible,  cutting  splin- 
houses  tered  pines  to  make  them  more  manageable, 
others  The  Mississippi  Baptist  Disaster  Relief 
Force  is  supported  by  gifts  to  the  Margaret 
>nt  and  Lackey  State  Mission  Offering  and  the 
lurches,  Mississippi  Cooperative  Program, 
hen  the  For  more  information  on  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptist  Disaster  Relief  Task  Force, 
j  storm  contact  the  MBCB  Men's  Ministry 
an  said.  Department  at  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS 
in  the  39205-0530.  Telephone  (601)  292-2334  or 
[in  the  toll-free  outside  Jackson  (800)  748-1651, 
"  ext.  334.  E-mail:  cwright@mbcb.org. 
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Mississippi  Baptists  recently 
bought  light  Dulbs,  updated 
computer  systems,  acquired 
the  latest  Vacation  Bible  School  materials, 
and  helped  save  thousands  of  souls  across 
the  globe  —  all  with  one  recurring  finan¬ 
cial  gift  to  the  most  brilliant  and  efficient 
plan  ever  devised  for  fulfilling  our  Lord's 
Great  Commission  (Matt.  28:18-20). 

The  Cooperative  Program,  utilized  by 
Mississippi  Baptists  and  Southern 
Baptists  everywhere  to  fund  everything 
from  theological  education  to  camp¬ 
grounds  to  missions  to,  yes,  light  bulbs, 

_  is  still  in  pretty  good  shape  80 

years  after  it  was  born.  Battered 
and  sometimes  bruised  over  the 
years,  the  Cooperative  Program 
still  stands  tall  m  Kingdom  work. 

Yet  if  a  poll  was  taken  among 
Mississippi  Baptists  specifically 
and  Southern  Baptists  in  general 
who  give  faithfully  and  sacrificial- 
ly  to  their  churches  as  to  exactly 
what  the  Cooperative  Program  is 
and  what  it  does,  many  of  us 
would  have  to  plead  ignorance. 

"I  don't  think  people  fully 
understand  the  Cooperative 
Program  and  everything  the 
Cooperative  Program  is  capable  of 
doing,"  says  Candace  McRae, 
treasurer  ror  Trinity  Church, 
Marion.  "We  need  to  get  that  message  to 
the  people.  The  people  need  to  know  that 
as  long  as  there  are  lost  souls,  we  are  not 
doing  enough  and  we  need  to  do  better." 

The  Cooperative  Program  is  Mississippi 
Baptists'  and  Southern  Baptists'  way  of 
funding  a  large  portion  of  their  local,  state, 
national,  ana  international  efforts.  In  this 
state,  Mississippi  Baptist  chuifches  receive 
Cooperative  Program  gifts  from  their  mem¬ 
bers,  and  retain  a  percentage  of  those  gifts 
for  the  Kingdom  work  of  the  church.  The 
remainder  is  forwarded  to  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board  in  Jackson. 
Messengers  from  the  convention's  cooperat¬ 
ing  churches  that  sent  the  money  gather 


H. 
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igdom  work  in  Mississippi. 
(Many  local  churches  also  set  aside  an 
appropriation  that  is  sent  to  the  Baptist  asso¬ 
ciation  in  which  they  hold  membership.) 


The  remainder  is  forwarded  to 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
Executive  Committee  in 
Nashville,  which  follows  instruc¬ 
tion^  from  messengers  to  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
annual  meeting  in  disbursing  the 
funds  received  from  the  state 
conventions  for  national  and 
international  Kingdom  work. 

In  reality  the  system  is  com¬ 
plex  and  far-reacning,.  but  the 
concept  is  simple:  the  many  can 
accomplish  more  than  the  few  or 
the  one.  At  each  step  of  the 
Cooperative  Program  process, 

Goas  work  is  increased  through 
the  generosity  of  cheerful  givers. 

As  many  Cnristian  denomina¬ 
tions  and  organizations  struggle 
for  financial  survival,  we  should 
be  praising  the  Lord  for  financial¬ 
ly  looking  out  for  us  so  well. 

David  Michel,  associate  execu¬ 
tive  director  for  mission  strategy  at 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board,  is  responsible  for 
Cooperative  Program  promotion 
among  Mississippi  Baptists.. 

"Beyond  the  Cooperative 
Program's  historical  effectiveness, 
its  interactive  potential  for  linking 
believers,  churches,  denomination¬ 
al  agencies,  missionaries,  and 
unreached  people  is  unlimited.  No 
single  church,  regional  association, 
state  convention,  or  denomination¬ 
al  agency  can  hope  to  deploy  a  world-sized 
missions  network  alone,  Michel  says. 

"Yet,  by  combining  resources  and 
energies.  Southern  Baptists  field  over 
10,000  missionaries  through  the  collabo¬ 
ration  of  40  state  conventions,  1,250  asso¬ 
ciations,  and  45,000  churches.  The  com¬ 
bined  strengths  represented  in  that  col¬ 
laboration  create  a  missions  infrastruc¬ 
ture  through  which  more  than  100,000 
short-term  volunteers  serve  around  the 
world  each  year,"  he  points  out. 

Some  Cooperative  Program  watchers  are 
concerned  about  its  future,  withiustifica- 
tion.  Kosciusko  native  Morris  Cnapman, 
''president  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  Executive  Committee,  warned 
Executive  Committee  members  in  February 


of  what  he  sees  as  a  "dangerous  trend."  He 
says  that  churches  are  forwarding  less  of 
their  offerings  (as  a  percentage)  now 
through  the  Cooperative  Program  than 
they  were  two  decades  ago.  In  1984,  he 
says,  the  average  church  forwarded  10.6% 
of  its  undesignated  receipts  through  the 
Cooperative  Program  while  in  the  2003-04 
fiscal  year,  that  number  fell  to  6.99%. 

The  Cooperative  Program  is  a 
Kingdom  triumph.  We  need  to  reverse 
that  downward  trend  as  quickly  as  possi¬ 
ble,  but  it  won't  be  easy  with  the  econo¬ 
my  in  the  doldrums,  interest  rates  on  the 
rise,  and  gasoline  at  $2.50  a  gallon.  We 
owe  it  to  our  Lord  and  Savior,  however. 

After  what  He  did  for  us,  it's  the  least 
we  can  do  for  Him. 


/n  our  current  climate  of 
discussion  and  controversy 
over  contemporary,  blended,  or 
traditional  worship  music,  my 
concern  is  that  we  are  moving 
more  toward  just  an  activity  or 
strive  to  be  first  to  introduce  the 
latest  chorus.  The  emphasis  has 
moved  toward  style  rather  than 
substance.  Instead  of  actively 
being  inclusive  of,  the  entire 
church,  there  seems  to  be  pride 
in  narrowing  our  musical  offer¬ 
ing  or  becoming  nothing  but 
imitators  of  a  few  mega-church- 
es  that  are  ministering  in  their 
own  unique  niche. 

Perhaps  if  we  stepped  back 
and  considered  our  biblical 
foundations  for  praising  our 
great  God,  it  would  help  our 
perspective.  Of  course,  our 
cornerstone  for  the  priority  of 
worship  comes  from  Jesus 
Himself  through  the  Great 
Commandment.  Then  in 
Ephesians  5:19,  Paul  gives  us 
one  of  the  strongest  reasons 
for  singing  when  he  writes, 
"Speaking  to  yourselves  in 
psalms,  hymns,  and  spiritual 


Guest  Opinion: 


Empowerment 
for  singing 

By  L.  Graham  Smith ,  director 
Church  Music  Department 
Miss.  Baptist  Convention  Bd, 


songs,  singing  and  making 
melody  in  your  heart  to  the 
Lord. However,  our  empow¬ 
erment  for  singing  is  shared 
in  the  preceeding  verse,  "...be 
filled  with  the  spirit."  Paul  is 
telling  us  not  to  De  filled  with 
too  much  wine,  but  rather 
with  God's  Holy  Spirit. 

This  is  where  our  wisdom, 
our  leading,  our  very  basic 
empowerment  comes  from  — 
the  Holy  Spirit  of  God 
Himself.  This  is  the  spirit  of 
unity,  love,  caring,  under¬ 
standing,  and  fellowship  — 


not  of  superiority,  exclusive¬ 
ness,  narrowness,  or  imitation. 
We  are  told  to  sing  "new 
songs,"  but  in  God's  economy 
we  are  not  to  discard  those 
songs  of  our  heritage  that  not 
only  exalt  God  but  also  help  to 
bring  to  our  remembrance  His 
great  characteristics  as  well  as 
celebrate  the  Christian  life  and 
our  fellowship  as  believers. 

The  Bible  translation.  The 
Message,  reads:  "Drink  the 
Spirit  of  God,  huge  draughts 
of  Him.  Sing  hymns  instead 
of  drinking  songs!  Sing  songs 


from  your  heart  to  Christ. 
Sing  praises  over  everything, 
any  excuse  for  a  song  to  God 
the  Father  in  the  Name  of  our 
Master,  Jesus  Christ." 

What  a  formula  God 
through  His  Word  has  provid¬ 
ed  us.  This  not  only  gives  us 
reasons  to  sing,  but  tells  us 
from  where  our  strength  and 
inspiration  come.  This  Scripture 
gives  credence  to  all  forms  of 
music  that  honor  God:  hymns, 
choruses,  praise  songs,  spiritu¬ 
als,  anthems,  or  any  other  God- 
inspired  music.  With  our  very 
being  fortified  with  these  excit¬ 
ing  reflections,  let  us  resolve 
not  to  let  differences  in  style 
separate  us  from  one  another, 
but  rather  unite  and  bring 
together  our  fellowship  ana 
praise  to  the  furtherance  of 
God's  Kingdom  here  on  earth. 

This  will  enable  us  to  be  faith¬ 
ful  witnesses  (Acts  1:8)  as  we 
seek  to  fulfill  the  second  greatest 
commandment:  "Thou  shall 
love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself,"  as 
we  go  about  our  ministry  of 
sharing  the  song  of  Jesus. 


■  The  Baptist  Record 


April  14, 2005 


California  ruling  delivers  bad,  good  news 
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disappointing  ruling.  f  ^ 

Mark  Leno,  the  openly  homosexual 
assemblyman  pushing  the  bill,  disagreed 
that  the  public  must  nave  a  say.  His  bill 
is  scheduled  to  be  heard  by  thejudiciary 
committee  April  26,  the  Chronicle 

reported.  "It’s  one  opinion,"  he  told  the  osition  22  Legal  Defense  and  Educatior 
newspaper.  "It's  part  of  the  scenery  along  Fund.  Another  pro-family  legal  group 
the  path  we  have  to  travel."  Liberty  Counsel,  is  representing 

Leno  has  argued  that  Proposition  22  only  Campaign  for  California  Families. 
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Mini-series  panned 

WHEATON,  Ill.  (BP)  —  Jerry  Jenkins  and  Tim  LaHaye, 
whose  Left  Behind  series  of  books  made  end-times  theology  a 
nationwide  topic  of  discussion,  have  expressed  wariness  of 
NBC's  apocalyptic  mini-series.  Revelations,  which  premiered 


22  ensures  that  "Cal¬ 
ifornia  will  not  per 
mit  same-sex  part 


April  13.  One  of  the  series'  main  characters,  Dr.  Richard  Massey, 
a  skeptical  Harvard  professor  played  by  Bill  Pullman,  looks  as 
though  he  is  headed  toward  becoming  "a  firm  believer,"  as 

.  <  P  .  • .  1  •  _  i.1 _ _ _ olv  Urtiir  rnrioc  _  Vm  if 


ners  to  validly  marry 
within  the  state." 

The  Alliance  De¬ 
fense  Fund  is  repre¬ 
senting  the  Prop- 


iut  it,  during  the  course  of  the  six-hour  series 
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said  Jenkins,  who  has  viewed  the  first  Revelations  episode, 
"[WJhat  he  promises  to  come  to  believe  is  a  mishmash  of  myth, 
silliness,  ana  misrepresentations  of  Scripture."  LaHaye,  the cre¬ 
ator  of  Left  Behind  series  and  a  prophecy  scholar,  described  the 
show  as  "unbiblical”  and  "weird."  ’This  story  is  based  on  some 
writer's  imagination  about  the  Book  of  Revelation,"  LaHaye 
said  "However,  the  writer  clearly  has  not  studied  the  book  or 
maybe  even  read  it."  Jenkins  noted  that  the  series'  other  lead 
character.  Sister  Josepha,  played  by  Natascha  McElhone,  a  nun 

*  ■’  ’  *' -  T  involved  in  a  search 

ople  stand  on  the  inter- 
no  one  believes  Jesus  will  return 
Beyond  that.  Sister  Josepha  states 
,  as  if  the  Son  of  God  would 


promises  to  come  to  Deiieve  is  a  nusimuuu  ui  m 
id  misrepresentations  of  Scripture."  LaHaye,  the 


maybe  even  read  it. 


Unanimously  adopting  a  detailed  "statement  of  concern  about  the 
proposed  restructuring  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  trustees 
of  the  Brotherhood  Comission  in  Memphis  conclude:  "We  do  not 
embrace  or  support  the  recommendation  in  its  current  form. 


who  is  assigned  to  study  the  end  times,  is 

for  a  baby  Jesus.  "Regardless  of  where - 

pretation  of  biblical  * 
again  as  a  baby,"  Jen 

that  her  intention  is  to  protect' Jesus,  mM 

need  human  help,  and  that  she  wants  to  forestall  the  confronta¬ 
tion'  between  Jesus  and  the  antichrist  —  as  if  humans  can  some¬ 
how  influence  the  acts  of  God."  If  productions  such  as  NBC  s 
miss  the  mark  and  are  commercial  failures,  however,  the  seem¬ 
ing  awakening  of  Hollywood  to  spiritual  themes  may  become 
another  passing  fad,  Jenkins  said.  Christians  who  watch 
Revelations  may  be  able  to  discuss  its  inaccuracies  with  friends 
and  family,  Jenkins  added.  "I  recommend  watching  it  but  wim  a 
healthy  dose  of  skepticism,"  he  said.  The  latest  Left  Belund 
installment  by  Jenkins  and  LaHaye,  The  Rising,  currently  is  No. 
1  on  The  New  York  Times  best-seller  list. 


Alumni  of  William  Carey  Collge's  biblical  studies  and  church  voca¬ 
tions  department  announce  an  $80,000  fund  rasing  campaign  to  expand 
the  department’s  facilities  on  the  school's  Hattiesburg  campus. 


An  article  in  The  Baptist  Record  states,  "It  is  wrong  for  a  Christian  to 
dance  because  aU  Bible-loving,  godly,  soul-winning  Christians  throughout 
the  nation  —  evangelists,  pastors,  and  laymen  —  are  opposed  to  the  modem 
dance.  It  is  questionable,  shady,  off-color,  and  not  strictly  above  board." 
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You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  God  in  your  own  words: 


1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eter¬ 
nal  death.  (1  repent.) 

3.  I  believe  Jesus  died  and 
rose  from  the  grave  to  forgive 
my  sins  and  to  restore  my 
relationship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  B fD  faith,  1  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a 
loving  relationship  with  Him. 
(I  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

"But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  the  right  to 
become  children  of  God,  even  to 
those  who  believe  in  his  name." 
(John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiri¬ 
tual  guidance. 


Hurting  Pastors 

Many  of  our  pastors  are 
hurting.  Seldom  does  a  day  go 
by  that  I  do  not  see,  talk  to,  or 
hear  from  at  least  one  pastor 
who  is  in  pain.  Being  in  min¬ 
istry  has  never  been  easy.  It  was 
not  easy  for  Jeremiah,  or  Elijah, 
or  John  the  Baptist,  or  the 
Apostle  Paul,  or  our  Lord  Jesus. 
While  there  may  be  an  excep¬ 
tion  or  two,  it  would  probably 
be  impossible  to  find  one  asso- 
ciational  mission  director  who 
does  not  have  one  or  several  of 
their  pastors  who  are  living  in 
great  pain.  If  you  would,  per¬ 
mit  me  to  look  at  hurting  pas¬ 
tors  in  a  broad,  three-fola  way. 

First  of  all,  there  are-  those 
pastors  who  are  hurting  because 
they  have  been  abused, 
attacked,  slandered,  and  unfair¬ 
ly  castigated  as  they  seek  to  lead 
tneir  congregations.  There  are 


rDirecwmns 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


people  wno  feel  that  it  is  their 
prerogative  and  maybe  even 
their  calling  to  test,  irritate,  and 
verbally  and  emotionally  pick  at 
the  pastor  in  order  that  they 
might  prove  what  he  is  or  is  not 
made  of,  and  for  whatever  rea¬ 
son  there  are  only  two  pastors 
they  have  liked  —  the  one  who 
just  left  and  the  one  who  is  to 
come.  The  one  who  is  present 
now  is  always  in  their  mental 
and  psychological  gun  sight. 

Most  of  the  pastors  that  I 
know  begin  their  work  with 
youthful  exuberance  and  are 
rather  naive  in  thinking  that  all 
of  the  folks  at  the  church  are 
going  to  pray  for  them,  pull  for 
mem,  ana  even  praise  them  as 
together  they  accomplish  great 
things  for  God.  In  time  they 
appear  as  though  they  just  went 
through  the  invasion  of 
Normandy  and  finally  realize 
that  some  of  these  folks  can  be 
ruthless.  In  the  name  of  right¬ 
eousness  and  holy  indignation 
the  meanest  people  with  whom 
Jesus  ever  came  into  contact 
were  the  hate-filled  folks  of  the 
religious  orders  of  the  day. 

I  am  often  amazed  as  I  see 
people  who  know  the  teachings 
of  Jesus  turn  and  act  the  way 
they  do.  It  was  Jesus  who  said. 


"You  have  heard  it  said  that  you 
are  to  love  your  neighbor,  but  I 
tell  you  love  your  enemies,  do 
good  to  them."  It  would  seem 
mat  if  our  expressions  of  love 
were  to  range  from  those  we 
care  about  most  to  those  who 
may  even  hate  us  the  most,  that 
somewhere  on  that  scale  God's 
people  would  find  ways  of  lov¬ 
ing  their  pastor  —  and  may  I 
add  as  an  aside  but  almost  more 
pointedly  than  what  I  have 
already  written,  that  the  pastor's 
family  is  often  hurting  the  most. 
If  some  people  feel  obligated  to 
try  to  hurt  pastoral  leadership, 
the  most  cowardly  among  them 
would  feel  the  best  way  to  do  it 
is  to  attack  his  wife  or  children. 
Such  bitterness  has  no  bounds 
and  such  hurt  has  no  ending. 

The  second  aspect  of  hurting 
pastors  to  consider  is  those  pas¬ 
tors  who  are  hurting  their  con¬ 
gregations.  I  am  also  equally  and 
hilly  aware  of  this  proolem. 
Sometimes  when  pastors  are 
hurt  they  attempt  to  hurt  back. 
When  they  are  pushed,  they 
react.  When  attacked,  they 
unleash  an  attack.  At  other  times 
the  pastor  may  lead  in  imperfect 
ways,  and  with  a  lack  of  wisdom 
or  insufficient  information. 
There  are  times  that  the  pastor 
may  lead,  speak,  or  even  attack 
ana  his  spirit  is  anything  but 
right.  I  would  wish  that  all  of  the 
mistakes  that  our  pastors  make 
would  be  errors  of  the  head  and 
not  the  heart,  but  there  are  times 
when  the  heart  can  be  twisted 
out  of  shape  and  lead  with  dis¬ 
tortion  that  can  be  hurtful  to  the 
church  and  community. 

There  are  times  when  our 
pastors  are  hurting  and  inflict¬ 
ing  pain  on  others.  Every  pas¬ 


tor  that  I  have  ever  known  had 
one  or  multiple  imperfections. 
Some  of  their  own  deficiencies 
they  are  aware  of  and  others  are 

E'  ist  total  blind  spots.  There 
ave  been  those  few  but  very 
rare  exceptions  in  my  own  per¬ 
sonal  knowledge  where  some 
pastor  thought  that  his  calling 
was  to  hurt  the  sheep.  When 
that  happens  it  seems  to  be  a 
very  wide  coverage,  and  it 
makes  people  suspicious  of 
even  the  most  caring  shepherd. 

Please  understand  that  I  am 
fully  aware  that  while  our  congre¬ 
gations  are  filled  with  flawed 
folks  so  are  our  pulpits  and  we 
can  be  hurting  pastors  in  the 
sense  that  we  are  nurting  others. 
Sometimes  the  hurt  can  be  inflict¬ 
ed  by  a  thoughtless  word  and 
sometimes  by  an  unfulfilled 
responsibility.  Sometimes  it  is 
intentional  and  sometimes  the 
hurt  is  not  known  for  years.  Even 
so  the  hurt  is  there,  the  pain  is 
real,  and  foe  difficulties  created  in 
foe  relationship  are  compounded. 

A  third  area  of  hurting  pastors 
I  ask  you  to  think  about  is  foe  sad 
reality  of  pastors  hurting  them¬ 
selves.  Of  course,  this  truth  can 
be  tied  to  foe  two  other  aspects 
with  which  I  have  dealt ,  but  this 
one  seems  to  be  epidemic.  My 
heart  breaks  as  I  hear  of  and  see 
so  many  pastors  who  are  hurting 
themselves.  Literally,  self- 
destruction  is  taking  place  and  in 
foe  process  they  inrnct  indescrib¬ 
able  aches  on  everyone  around 
them.  The  self-destruction  comes 
from  a  huge  arsenal  of  poison. 
Sometimes  it  is  found  in  addic¬ 
tions  that  range  from  pills  to 
pornography  and  from  gam¬ 
bling  to  gluttony,  but  ultimately 
foe  results  are  foe  same,  a  sad 


short-circuited  life.  Still  others 
bring  on  self-inflicted  wounds 
and  even  death  from  indiscre¬ 
tions  in  relationships  to  improp¬ 
er  use  of  finances.  Sometimes 
when  a  church  has  been  through 
a  terrible  experience  someone 
will  ask  me  a  question  like, 
"Why  don't  they  teach  them  in 
seminary  not  to  do. . .?"  Someone 
may  ask,  "Why  doesn't  foe  con¬ 
vention,  foe  seminary,  or  some¬ 
body  tell  these  preachers"  and 
then  they  finish  the  sentence 
with  a  half  a  dozen  different 
things  that  could  be  constructive. 
Why  doesn't  someone  teach 
them  to  control  their  temper  or 
why  hasn't  somebody  instructed 
them  not  to  use  a  certain  kind  of 
language?  Why  don't  they  avoid 
foe  appearance  of  evil?  Well,  my 
soul  and  body,  everybody  from 
their  mama  to  the  seminary  to 
folks  in  foe  church  may  be  telling 
them  and  it  doesn't  mean  that 
they  will  pay  attention.  There  is  a 
quality  of  spiritual  discipline  that 
is  essential  in  the  life  of  the  min¬ 
ister  who  will  serve  well  and  sur¬ 
vive  in  ministry.  Apart  from  that 
discipline,  at  some  point  he  will 
explode,  implode,  or  corrode 
and  his  ministry  will  either  be 
finished  or  tainted  forever. 

Here  is  the  final  thought 
about  hurting  pastors.  It  is  not 
an  easy  task  for  it  is  imperfect 
men  seeking  to  love  and  lead 
less  than  perfect  people  in  the 
setting  of  a  warped  and  often 
wicked  world.  With  that  in 
mind  it  is  important  —  ho,  it  is 
essential  —  that  we  give  to  each 
other  and  receive  from  each 
other  grace,  mercy,  understand¬ 
ing,  and  even  compassion.  God 
help  each  of  us,  all  of  the  family 
of  faith,  to  help  rather  than  hurt. 
God  has  a  word  for  all  of  us  in  1 
Thessalonians  5:12-13  —  "Now 
we  ask  you,  brothers,  to  respect 
those  who  work  hard  among 
you,  who  are  over  you  in  the 
Lord  and  who  admonish  you. 
Hold  them  in  the  highest  regard 
in  love  because  of  their  work. 
Live  in  peace  with  each  other." 

The  author  may  be  contacted  at 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
0530.  E-mail:  jfutral@mbcb.org. 


Mo.  Baptists  continue  fight  over  breakaway  entities 

JEFFERSON  CITY,  Mo.  (BP) — A  Missouri  so.  Callahan  expressed  reluctance  to  rule  •  Missouri  Baptist  Foundation, 
circuit  judge  on  April  5  directed  that  limited  on  that  issue  in  the  case  pending  before  •  Missouri  Baptist  College  (now  University), 
discovery  could  proceed  in  one  of  the  two  his  court  and  thus  risk  being  contradicted  •  Word  &  Way  newsjoumal. 
cases  brought  py  the  Missouri  Baptist  by  the  court  of  appeals.  "The  MBC  legal  team  was  very  pleased 

Convention  (MBQ  against  five  breakaway  Callahan  wag  willing,  however,  to  per-  with  foe  hearing  chi  April  5  conducted  by 
MBC  entities,  while  foe  initial  case  is  pending  mit  limited  discovery  to  proceed  in  the  case  Judge  Callahan,  Whitenead  said.  "Defend- 
in  foe  Missouri  Court  of  Appeals.  as  requested  by  MBC  lead  attorney  ants  filed  six  motions,  including  motions  to 

Judge  Richard  G.  Callahan  of  the  Cole  Michael  Whitehead.  He  also  directed  the  dismiss,  but  thejudge  granted  none  of  them. 
County  Circuit  Court  granted  none  of  five  entities  to  file  an  answer  in  the  case.  He  allowed  MBC  lawyers  to  proceed  with 
the  six  motions  filed  by  attorneys  repre-  In  addition,  Callahan  set  a  June  1  hear-  some  limited  depositions.  He  also  set  a  hear- 
senting  five  breakaway  MBC  entities,  ing  date  on  a  motion  regarding  a  key  ing  date  of  June  1  on  a  key  motion  regarding 
including  motions  that  sought  to  dismiss  statute  that  both  parties  agree  needs  to  be  standing  of  messengers  to  represent  the  MBC 
the  legal  action  brought  by  the  conven-  interpreted.  The  five  entities  claim  that  R.S.  It  was  important  that  the  messenger  case  be 
tion  in  its  effort  to  reclaim  the  entities.  Mo  *55.141  means  that  only  the  attorney  permittee!  to  take  these  forward  steps,  even 

Callahan  conducted  a  hearing  with  general  can  bring  this  lawsuit  and  that  nei-  while  we  seek  a  ruling  from  foe  Court  of 
attorneys  for  all  parties  to  discuss  tne  five-  trier  MBC  messengers  nor-chttrches  have  Appeals  in  foe  church  case." 
inch  stack  of  motions  and  memoranda  standing  to  be  plaintiffs.  Callahan's  decision  to  allow  discovery 

that  were  before  the  court.  The  judge  said  The  hearing  was  the  latest  in  a  legal  bat-  to  proceed  in  the  case  means  more  testi- 
he  was  inclined  to  wait  for  a  ruling  on  the  tie  of  more  man  two  years  between  the  mony  will  be  taken  through  under-oath 
Other  case  scheduled  for  oral  argument  on  MBC  and  five  of  its  entities  where  trustees  depositions.  Whitehead  told  the  court  that 
April  20  before  the  Missouri  Court  of  voted  to  become  self-perpetuating  without  certain  key  figures  had  not  yet  been 
Appeals,  Western  District,  in  Kansas  City.  MBC  approval.  The  five  entities,  with  deposed,  such  as  former  MBC  Executive 
One  of  the  issues  in  that  appeal  is  whether  assets  worth  more  than  $240  million,  are:  Director  Jim  Hill,  now  interim  executive 

churches  can  represent  the  convention  in  •  Windermere  Baptist  Conference  Center,  director  of  the  breakaway  Baptist  General 

court  or  whether  only  messengers  can  do  •  The  Baptist  Home  retirement  facility.  Convention  of  Missouri. 
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NEVER  BEEN  CLOSER 


a  grave  travesty  against  human  Tuesday  was  really  low. 
dignity  and  Scniavo  personally.  I  have  noticed  this 
Editor:  Editor:  There  is  absolutely  no  justifica- 

I  feel  I  must  respond  to  I  am  writing  to  respond  to  tion-  for  ever  doing  this.  Where 
Vaughn  Denton's  letter.  Baptist  Vaughn  Denton's  letter.  Baptist  is  the  outrage  over  this? 

Tsunami  (March  31  issue).  Tsunami  (March  31  issue).  I  For  the  record,  I  want  to  say 

Having  grown  up  in  First  would  like  to  address  the  fact  of  that  Judge  George  Greer  is  a 
Church,  Gautier,  I  was  blessed  a  letter  to  the  editor  being  writ-  very  just  and  fair  public  servant 
with  an  amazing  Christian  ten  in  such  void  of  any  love,  who  made  his  decision(s)  on 
background.  Now,  my  family  Denton's  "so-called  preachers,"  the  Schiavo  case  with  full 
and  I  are  members  of  a  church  if  in  fact  are  thought  to  be  in  the  knowledge  of  all  the  facts  and 
that  probably  would  fall  under  wrong,  are  then  deserving  of  evidence  on  both  sides  of  the 
his  blanket  of  criticism.  some  loving  correction.  1  issue.  I  consider  him  to  be  a 

Andy  Stanley  is  our  senior  Corinthians  13  says  that  you  very  committed  Christian  and 
pastor.  I  have  never  been  closer  can  speak  all  the  truth  you  am  embarrassed  that  his  own 
in  my  walk  with  Jesus  than  want,  Dut  if  it  is  devoid  of  love,  pastor  and  church  have  con- 
now  —  and  my  pastor  doesn't  it  does  no  one  any  good.  tributed  to  the  difficulties  of 

wear  a  tie.  Yes,  one  should  It  would  seem  that  some  this  situation, 
dress  with  discretion  for  loving  instruction  and  correc-  Jasper  L.  McPhail 

church,  but  many  Sundays,  I  tion  (Ephesians  4)  would  be  Clinton 

see  pink  hair,  multiple  pierc-  much  needed  here  in  the  hypo- 

ings,  etc.  This  is  an  environ-  thetical  circumstance  set  up  by 

ment  where  they  are  comfort-  Denton,  rather  than  conaem-  PLAN  TO  ATTEND 
able  just  as  the  prostitute  with  nation  and  cutting  remarks.  To 
Jesus.  Jesus  must  be  saddened  put  together  a  fictional  group  Editor: 

that  pastors  are  preaching  only  of  California-destined  pastors  I  came  home  from  the  State 
conaemnation.  People  must  who  return  home  and  preach  Evangelism  Conference  in 
know  first  that  Jesus  wants  in  T-shirts  and  blue  jeans,  and  Hattiesburg  filled,  inspired, 
relationships  with  us  built  from  then  attack  them,  just  doesn't  blessed,  and  challenged.  The 
love,  hot  fear.  It  is  from  love  make  sense.  It's  like  punching  preaching  and  singing  were 
and  gratitude  for  the  grace  the  air.  awesome,  some  of  the  best  I 

shown  to  me  that  I  desire  to  fol-  May  we  be  cautious  about  have  heard.  Temple  Church  did 

low  God's  laws,  not  out  of  fear  addressing  the  clothing  some  an  outstanding  job  in  maldng 

of  what  will  happen  if  I  don't.  pastors  may  wear  when  deliv-  people  welcome.  The  facilities 
The  churches  he  criticizes  ering  God’s  Word.  Let  us  not  be  were  outstanding.  What  more 
are  reaching  those  his  church  so  quick  to  judge  Pastor  Rick  could  you  ask?  I  wish  I  could 
will  not.  His  statement,  Warren  either,  especially  in  the  end  here,  but  I  can't. 

"Telling  sinners  they  are  okay,  light  of  Christ  s  words  in  I  also  came  home  disap- 
just  believe...  is  silly  non-  Matthew  7:1-5.  Attacking  oth-  pointed  and  embarrassed 
sense"  is  appalling!  That  is  ers  who  share  Christ  in  a  way  because  of  the  low  attendance, 
exactly  how  Jesus  preached,  different  than  our  very  own  is  Take  away  the  women,  the 
He  never  said  to  anyone,  "Fix  exactly  why  people  don’t  come  workers,  and  a  few  others  who 
your  life,  then  come  see  me."  to  know  Christ.  were  there,  and  I  doubt  there 

He  simply  said,  "Follow  me."  Only  Christ  had  it  perfect,  were  125  pastors  there  out  of 

Denton  should  consider  the  but  we  should  at  least  try  for  .  2,000  churches  in  Mississippi. 


WHERE'S  LOVE? 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


Unsigned  letters  will  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
will  be  used. 


Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special  instances, 
name  may  be  withheld  at  writer's 
request  and  editor’s  discretion. 


Please  include  the  name  of  co¬ 
operating  Mississippi  Baptist 
church  where  correspondent  is  a 
member.  (Mississippi  Baptists' 
letters  will  receive  priority  when 
space  is  limited.) 


Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 


BAPTISTS 


Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opinions 
expressed  in  letters  to  the  editor 
do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 


i 1/M/4V. 


No  more  than  one  letter  from 
any  individual  will  be  printed 
during  a  three-month  period. 


When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspondence 
dealing  with  it  will  no  longer  be 
published  and  a  notice  will  be 
printed  to  that  effect. 


ATTACK  THOUGHTLESS 


HEAT,  NOT  LIGHT 


Vaughn  Denton's  rather  Editor: 
thoughtless  attack  on  Rick  I  would  like  to  present 
Warren's  ministry  (letter  to  the  another  viewpoint  on  death 
editor,  March  31  issue)  generates  and  dying,  than  that  expressed 
a  few  pertinent  observations.  on  page  three  of  the  April  7 
First,  we  are  informed  by  issue.  The  secular  press  and 
Denton's,  shall  I  say,  careless  some  Christian  writers  have 
sentence  structure,  that  not  one  shed  a  lot  more  heat  than  light 
Baptist  in  the  universe  cares  on  the  issue(s).  The  public  was 
about  the  Bible.  Secondly,  we  incited  by  these  pressures,  and 
are  informed  that  any  preacher  their  shenanigans  ensured  that 
who  dares  to  enter  Rick  Warrens  all  dignity  was  taken  from  Terri 
"rock  concerts"  is  proof  positive  Schiavo  even  in  her  death, 
that  these  men  were  never  advo-  According  to  the  medical 
cates  of  inerrancy  to  begin  with,  evidence,  Scniavo  died  15  years 
Thirdly,  it's  entirely  possible  ago.  Diagnostic  studies 
Rick  Warren  can  deliver  more  revealed  that  her  brain  cortex 
and  better  spiritual  guidance  in  was  replaced  with  scar  tissue 
15  minutes  than  Denton  can  and  fluid.  There  was  no  elec- 
produce  in  one  hour.  Fourth,  it  troencephalographic  evidence 
is  entirely  possible  that  authen-  that  she  had  normal  .  brain 
tic  worship  can  be  achieved  activity.  She  was  kept  alive  by 
while  donning  a  T-shirt  and  artificial  means.  With  full  ififor- 
jeans.  Fifth,  we  are  told  Warren's  mation  regarding  life  and 
preacher  visitors  never  —  yes,  death,  the  majority  of 
never  —  mention  Hell.  Americans  would  choose  not  to 

How  does  Mr.  Denton  know  have  this  done  to  them.  That  is 
this?  To  brazenly  call  Warren's  why  most  of  us  have  prepared 
ministry  "silly  nonsense"  is,  to  living  wills.  ... 
put  it  bluntly,  thoughtlessly  Whoever  invaded  her  pnva- 
written,  stfty  nonsense.  cy  with  cameras  Mid  exposed 

Charles  Moulder  •  her  to  being  viewed  worldwide 

Hattiesbure  without  her  consent  committed 


For  The  "Right  Deal 
On  A  Church  Bus 
Call  BUI  Clark 
601-992-4149 
601-750-2364 
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Just  for  the  Record 


5.  West  Laurel  Church, 
Laurel,  recently  ordained 
John  Hughes  and  Danny 
Byrd  as  deacons.  Shown, 
from  left,  are  Jeff  Taylor, 
pastor;  Hughes;  Byrd;  and 
Wendel  Turner. 


1.  Highland  Church,  Crystal 

•  Springs,  will  celebrate  its 

50th  anniversary  on  Apr.  24 
from  10:00  a.m.-2:00  p.m. 
with  testimonies  and  sing¬ 
ing;  no  Sunday  School. 
Vann  Windom,  McComb, 
guest  speaker.  David  Patter¬ 
son,  pastor.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  contact  Ann  Rials 
at  (601)  892-4033. 

2.  Society  Hill  Church,  Oak- 
vale,  will  host  a  concert 
featuring  Kristian  Booth  on 
Apr.  17  at  11:00  a.m.  A  love 
offering  will  be  taken.  For 
more  information  contact 
Virginia  Broom  at  (601) 
792-2720  or  (601)  792-8296. 

3.  Bethel  Church,  Holcomb, 

will  be  honoring  veterans 
on  May  29.  Mail  informa¬ 
tion  of  veterans  buried  in 
Bethel  Church  Cemetery  to: 
Lynda  Lee,  307  Delta  Wing 
Road,  Holcomb,  MS  38940, 
or  call  W.L.  Harris  Jr.  at 
(662)  226-4968,  Buddy 

Lindley  at  (662)  647-8953, 
J.R.  Lee  at  (662)  226-7590, 
or  Harold  Livingston  at 
(662)  647-2437. 

4.  Rolling  Creek  Church  is 

having  a  Library  Open 
House  April  24,  2-4  p.m. 
celebrating  the  dedication 
to  the  Lord  of  the  new 
church  library.  The  church 
library  is  being  established 
in  honor  of  Michael  Henn- 
ington,  son  of  Bob  and 
Carolyn  Hennington.  Pastor 
is  Ronnie  Cooper. 


Ramah,  McCall  Creek: 
Homecoming,  Apr.  17,  11 
a.m.  followed  by  dinner  on 
the  grounds;  Ted  Bowlin, 
preaching;  Tim  Ratcliff,  music. 

Macedonia,  Lee  County: 
Revival,  Apt.  17-20, 6:30  p.m.; 
Scott  Roagers,  preaching; 
Tommy  Wiggins,  music;  John 
ShackleforaTpastor. 

New  Life  Fellowship, 
Oakland:  Revival,  Apt  17-22; 
Sim.,  10:30  a.m.  ana  4  p.m.; 
Mon.  -  Fri.,  7  p.m.  Speakers: 
Jerry  W.  Smith,  Jim  Pinkerton, 
James  Tidwell,  Ken  Boyette, 
and  Danny  Bryant. 

Ephesus  Church, 
'Forest:  Revival,  Apt  17-22. 

Sun.,  11:00  a.m.  and  7:00 

g,m.;  Mon.-Fri.  7:00  p.m.; 

ene  Douglas,  evangelist, 
Chad  Douglas,  music;  Jim 
Everett,  pastor. 

Union,  Roxie:  Home¬ 
coming,  Apr.  ,24;  Sunday 
School,  10  a.m.;  worship,  11 
a.m.;  Roy  McKay,  guest 
speaker;  Carl  Evans,  pastor. 

Calvary,  Oxford:  Home¬ 
coming,  Apr.  24;  Sunday 
School,  9:30  a.m.;  worship, 
10:30  a.m.,  followed  by  spe- 
I  dal  music  and  dinner  on  the 
grounds;  George  Crowden, 
preaching;  special  guests, 
lna  Crowden,  J.  E.  Sims  and 
Cherry  Sims. 

New  Hope,  Foxworth: 
Revival,  Apr.  24-27;  Sunday, 
11  a.m.  and  6:30  p.m.  with 
covered  dish  lunch;  Mon- 
Wed.,  choir  rehearsal,  6:15 
p.m.  and  services,  7  p.m. 
■Cene  Douglas,  evangelist; 
Bill  Herman,  music. 

North  Carrolton,  North 
Carrolton:  Revival,  Apr.  24- 

27;  Sun.,  11  a.m.  and  6  p.m.; 
dinner  on  the  grounds  fol¬ 
lowing  Sunday  morning 
worship;  Mon.-Wed.,  noon 
lunch  and  7  p.m.  Jeff 
Myers,  pastor. 

Salem  Church,  Kemper 
County:  Homecoming,  May 
1,  music  featuring  Crystal 
River,  10:30  a.m.;  worship, 
11:00  a.m.,  followed  by  din¬ 
ner  on  the  grounds.  Jerry 
Jones,  pastor. 

Calvary,  Bogue  Chitto: 
Homecoming,  May  1;  Sun¬ 
day  School  10  a.m.;  worship. 


6.  West  Laurel  Church, 
Laurel,  honored  their 
organist,  Ouida  Graves, 
for  25  years  of  service. 
Mayor  Susan  Vincent  pre¬ 
sented  Graves  with  a  res¬ 
olution  declaring  it  Ouida 
Graves  Day  in  Laurel. 
Shown  arje  Vincent  and 
Graves. 


5.  Deacon  Ordination,  West  Laurel  Church,  Laurel 


7.  Thompson  Church, 

Smithdale,  recently 

ordained  Ricky  Johnson, 
Greg  Maxwell,  and  Larry 
Chambers  as  deacons. 
Shown,  from  left,  are  Brent 
Parker,  pastor;  Johnson; 
Maxwell,  and  Chambers. 

8.  The  GAs  of  Pheba 
Church,  Pheba,  recently 

Participated  for  a  Walk- 
or-Relief  in  which  they 
raised  $1,100  which  was 
sent  to  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board 
for  aid  to  tsunami  victims. 
Shown,  fronC  from  left, 
are  Abby  Gordon  and 
Maggie  Gordon;  center, 
Brynn  Latham,  Autumn 
Gray,  Jana  White,  and 
Lauren  Walker;  and  back, 
Evin  Foster,  Josie  McKee, 
Jessie  McKee,  and  Katie 
Gordon.  Leaders  are  Joy 
Walker  and  Becky  McNeel. 


6.  Vincent  and  Graves,  West  Laurel  Church,  Laurel 
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11  a.m.;  lunch  and  fellow¬ 
ship  following.  Glenn  Curtis, 


speaker;  Trent  Bilbo,  pastor. 

Hopewell  Church,  Cry¬ 
stal  Springs:  Revival,  May 
1-5,  7:00  p.m.  each  evening. 
Services  conducted  by  the 
Steele  family. 
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8.  GAs  Walk-For-Relief,  Pheba  Church,  Pheba 
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